percent had experienced a prior out-of-home placement. Over 86 percent were from poverty. Most were referred as a result of the child's out-of-control behavior; one quarter were referred because of abuse, neglect, or risk thereof.
At the termination of this intervention, children had entered placement in only 6 percent of experimental families, compared with 16.5 percent of control families. A series of comparisons suggest that families receiving preservation services functioned better than control families when the intervention ended, an indication that the services had improved social support systems for families, reduced family conflict, and strengthened family bonding. The difference in the percentages of children entering placement from experimental and control families persisted over time through multiple follow-ups to 12 months after termination, at which time placement rates were 42.7 percent for the experimental group and 56.7 percent for the control group. These results suggest that even though intensive family preservation services are effective in avoiding some out-of-home placements in the short-term, their long-term results are less impressive.
Programs Aimed at Enhancing Social Competence
In the * Assertiveness Training Program, a universal preventive intervention, Rotheram, Armstrong, and Booraem (1982) trained college students to lead assertiveness training sessions with a sample of 60 percent white, 35 percent Chicano, and 5 percent African-American fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade students from predominantly working-class homes in California. An experimental study comparing assertiveness training against a placebo control intervention demonstrated effects at one-year follow-up on both social competence and academic achievement. In addition to this universal program, an indicated preventive intervention study was done with 101 children targeting four groups: underachievers, disruptive students with conduct problems, children with multiple problems related to achievement and conduct, and exceptional children without major problems. In this study, effects appeared to be least strong among children evidencing multiple problems at baseline (Rotheram, 1982).
Social competence components also have been included in interventions designed for populations selected for intervention because of exposure to specific risk factors or stressors during childhood, including parental divorce, parental substance abuse, and parental depression.
Children from homes broken by marital discord are at risk for conduct disorder and substance abuse disorders (Baumrind, 1983; Penning and for out-of-home placement; just under 20k factors for later disorders. percent of the children in the three experimental groups exposed to different lengths and combinations of intervention at ages four and five., Schweinhart, Barnett, Epstein, and Weikart, 1984). Atten-o-year follow-up H.; Hofman, A. (1991) Familial aggregation of Alzheimer's disease and related disorders: A collaborative re-analysis of case-control studies. International Journal of Epidemiology; 20: S13-S20.
